











Table 4.2 Currentengagementin further studies
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Figure 4.1 Currentqualifications ofthe respondents
4.3 Typeoftrainingreceived in the specialisation fields

The results depicted in Figure 4.2 confirm that only 5% of the respondents had
received additional academic education (AAE) in one or more of the
specialisation fields. Unfortunately the questionnaire did not make provision for
gathering more information regarding the type of academic education or the
institution where the qualification was achieved. This might be considered a
limitation in the questionnaire. Professional training by a product specialist
(PPS) or by a senior radiographer (PSR) heads the list of types of training
received as the results show that a very high proportion of the respondents
received either one or both of these two types of training (Figure 4.2). In the
questionnaire survey 17% of the respondents indicated that they had attended
some workshops or seminars to upgrade their knowledge and skills for working
in the specialisation fields (Figure 4.2). Only 2% indicated that they had received
other training in the specialisation fields, but unfortunately did not specify the
type of training.
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AAE PPS PSR AWS Other
Type of Training

*AAE =Additional academic education

"PPS = Professional training by a product specialist
*PSR = Professional training by a senior radiographer
*AWS = Aitendance of workshops and seminars

Figure 4.2 Type oftraining received in the specialisation fields
4.4 Educational preferences of the target population

As can be seen from Figure 4.3, 73% of the respondents preferred both
academic education (AE) and professional education (PE) in the specialisation
fields of Diagnostic Radiography. Three percent of the respondents indicated
that they prefer academic education only and 2% indicated that they prefer no
education. During the personal interviews the respondents indicated that the
most probable reason for the preference of both AE and PE was the fact that
Radiography is a profession with a strong work-integrated leaming (WIL)
component. Without the necessary skills to perform an examination all the
factual knowledge (attained via AE) will be worthless and the only worthwhile
way tolearn a skillis to apply acquired knowledge in practice (attained by PE).

AE PE Both None Other
Educational Preferences

+ *AE=Academic Education *PE = Professional Education

Figure 4.3 Educational preferences in the specialisation fields
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4.5 Preferred mode ofdelivery

Figure 4.4 indicated that the bulk of the respondents (91%) opted for either part
time study (50%) or a blended learning model (41%). Only 3% of the
respondents opted for full time study and 6% for a distance leaming model. To
clarify the educational concepts to the radicgraphers in clinical practice, the
terms “part time study”, “blended learning” and “distance learning” were
explained. All participants in the interviews and focus group discussion opted for
a blended learning model after a brief explanation of the different models. The
reason for their choice seems to be that all of them are potential adult learners
permanently employed asdiagnostic radiographers.

FT PT BL DL Other
Mode of delivery

* *FT=Fulltimestudy *PT=Parttimestudy *BL=Blendedleaming
« *DL=Distance learmning

Figure 44 Preferred mode of delivery
4.6 Preferred structure of a future postgraduate programme

As can be seen from the pie graph (Fig. 4.5), 83% of the respondents preferred a
higher education qualification structured into different modules. Only 17% of the
respondents opted for a pure research-based gualification. Personal interviews
with the ten selected radiographers confirms a choice of modules (electives), for
example a year module respectively for two of the four specialisation fields (MRI,
CT, Vascular Angiography and Mammography). They agreed that the research
dissertation should be compulsory.
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* *RHEQ = Research Higher Education Qualification
* *SHEQ = Structured Higher Education Qualification

Figure 4.5 Preferred structure of a future higher education programme
5. CONCLUSIONAND RECOMMENDATIONS

Results from the quantitative survey, as well as comments from the qualitative
part of the survey, were generally in favour of postgraduate training in the
specialisation fields of Diagnostic Radiography. The possibility of attaining a
postgraduate qualification was deemed by the majority of respondents as
necessary for progress in their own careers as well as for the status of the
profession as a whole. Furthermore, most prospective learners were of the
opinion that the study material and mode of delivery, if chosen with careful
consideration, could be beneficial to their kncwledge base and could help with
the time constraint that normally impedes academic studying in the Radiography
profession. From the results of the study it is possible to make the following
recommendations for planning and provision of future higher education
programmes in Diagnostic Radiography at the CUT, namely that; .

* Both academic and professional training should form part of a future higher
education programme as indicated by 73% of the participants. Thus, such a
programme should be structured with a formal academic component and a
component to monitor the achievement of skills and capabilities in clinical
practice. A portfolio of evidence might be feasible.

* A future higher education programme should be structured with regular
contact sessions (maybe one per quarter) after which the student should
work independently on assigned projects and the development of skills and
competencies. All learning material should be available online and electronic
learning and assessment should be actively utilised. Ninety one percent of
the participants opted for either part time study or a blended learning model if
they were to engagein further study.






