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	Gerrie Booysen is the Director of the Centre for Rapid Prototyping and Manufacturing and also lectures for the School of Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mathematics at the Central University of Technology (CUT), Free State in Bloemfontein, South Africa. He obtained his master’s degree in 2007 from the CUT, which focused on bridge tooling using additive manufacturing technologies.

He is a grant holder in the Integrated Product Development Niche Area of the National Research Foundation since 2004 and his research focuses on rapid and hybrid tooling applications using additive manufacturing technologies.  

His main achievements include best B Tech Mechanical engineering student in 1999 and best post graduate student for the Engineering faculty and received the S2A3 Bronze medal in 2007. He also received the Vice-Chancellors Award for best post graduate student at the University in 2007 and a merit award for best researcher in the Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology in 2011
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RESEARCH RELATED ACTIVITIES

Member of the National Medical Device Innovation Platform (NMDIP) funded through the Medical Research Council (MRC). The CUT become a partner in this national platform in 2011. 

Involved in the newly established Research Chair in Medical Product Development through Additive Manufacturing. This research chair is funded through the NRF for a 5 year period starting from 2013.

Organizer/conveyor of the first national Additive Manufacturing of Titanium seminar hosted by the CUT in 2011 and will be repeated in September 2012.

Presented at the 1st BRICS Foundry Forum (as part of a three person South African delegation attending), hosted by the Brazilian Foundry Association, which coincided with the CONAF foundry exhibition in Sao Paulo. The BRICS Foundry Forum consisted of foundry association members (and industry) from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Arica. The title of the presentation was “Fast-track product development for the casting industry by utilising Additive Manufacturing (AM)”. In this presentation, the CRPM showcased the new product development technologies in Sand Laser Sintering for moulds/cores and manufacturing by Laser Sintering sacrificial models/parts used directly for the investment casting process. The different processes and benefits to industry were explained and included real case studies conducted with some industrial partners.

Research projects undertaken delivered (national/industrial) collaborative relationships with Aerosud, Technimark, CSIR, Kopanang Converters and UV Tooling and internationally with The National Centre for Product Design & Development Research – PDR, UWIC Cardiff and Loughborough University in the United Kingdom.
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POST-GRADUATE INVOLVEMENT:

Supervisor and co-supervisor of eight MTech students

Co-supervisor of one DTech student

Examiner of three MTech degrees

