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ADDENDUM L: GENERAL INFO/CONSENT COVID 19 COMPLIANT 4 

LACK OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION OF THEIR 

CHILDREN IN FOUNDATION PHASE.CASE OF SELECTED SCHOOLS 

IN THABAZIMBI CIRCUIT  

Informed Consent Covid 19 compliant 

Dear Parent, 

My name is Mosima Catherine Motshusi and I am student in Central University of 

Technology at Free State. You are invited to participate in a research study of how 

parents can be involved in education of their children. You were selected as a possible 

participant because you are a teacher in foundation phase. Please read this form 

carefully and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the study. You 

must be 18 or older to participate in the study. 

KEY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS RESEARCH STUDY: 

The following is a short summary of this study to help you decide whether to be a 

part of this study. Information that is more detailed is listed later on this form.  

In Thabazimbi most parents are not involved in education of their children they claim 

that they are unable to provide the kind of education that children need because of high 

level of education expectation. They claim that they don’t know how to help and don’t 

know where to start. Current research shows that involvement of parents in learning 

help to improve learner’s performance, reduce absenteeism and restore parent’s 

confidence in their children’s education. Learner’s with parents, who are involved in 

education, earn higher grades, have better social skills and show improved behaviour, 

which is what we need in Thabazimbi. 

 Most of the schools in Thabazimbi circuit are declared underperforming because 

parents play little or no role in their children’s education. Teachers are frustrated and 

their morale is low because of parents who don’t want to work with them to develop the 

small mind, they believe that parental involvement in their children’s education will 

benefit the school, learners and teachers. Children benefit when the school and parents 

work together. When they see parents are enthusiastic about their education, they are 

most likely to view schooling in a positive light. 

© Central University of Technology, Free State



 
 
 

120 
 

The study will look at parental involvement in depth by focusing on the concept parental 

involvement, it’s benefits, the disadvantages of lack of parental involvement in 

foundation phase, how parents can be developed to be involved in education of their 

children and how all stakeholders can be involved in motivating parents to be involved 

in education of their children. 

The purpose of this study is  to investigate the role of parental involvement in 

education of their children, mainly in foundation phase. You will be asked to complete a 

survey and a follow-up interview. We expect that you will be in this research study for 

two days. The primary risk of participation is long hours that may cause strain. The main 

benefit is that it will empower you with knowledge on how you can be involved in 

education of your child and maybe you can be able to help other parents. 

STUDY PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of parental involvement in education 

of their children, mainly in foundation phase. 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 

If you agree to participate, you will be one of eighteen  i.e ( 9 parents, 3 principals, 3 

HOD’s and 3 teachers)  participants who will be participating in this research.    

PROCEDURES FOR THE STUDY: 

If you agree to be in the study, you will do the following:  

 There will be a list of questions that you will answer.  

 Later we will have a group meeting where we will discuss about your 
views and knowledge concerning the topic. 

  During discussion I (researcher) will be writing notes that I will use later. 
Your names will not be mentioned.  

 Later we will have individual interview so that you can be able to voice out 
your views and opinions well.  

 Our meetings will be held at the school’s boardroom.  

 All this will be done in two days. 

  Day one will answer list of questions, then after have a meeting as a 
group. ( this may take 4 hours) 

 Day two there will be face-face interview/ one on one meeting. {this may 
take an hour per person) 

  All the information collected during the study will not be given to other 
people to use them in future. 
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RISKS AND INCONVENIENCES:  

There are risks and inconveniences to participating in this study. These include:  

 Psychological distress that maybe caused by concentrating for longer period. 

 Time to be spend during the study might be inconvenient. 

 You may feel uncomfortable answering other questions/ don’t know how to tackle 
them. 

 You may feel anxious or fearful of being exposed to COVID-19 in the study 

 You may be at risk of contracting CIVID-19. 
 

SAFEGUARDS: 

To minimize these risks and inconveniences, the following measures will be taken:  

 Participants may be directed to a counselling or social support services. 

 The surveys and interviews will be scheduled at a time that is convenient to the 
participants and at a place that is private.  

 Participants can skip any questions that they feel uncomfortable answering while 
taking the survey or during the interview. 

 I am taking the following precautions to minimize the possibility that you will be 
exposed to the virus: 

  There will be social distancing. 

 Room will be well ventilated. 

 Sanitizers and masks will be available at the venue. 

 There will be screening of participants. 

  In spite of these precautions, the risk of exposure to COVID-19 is still present. 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY: 

Your responses will be anonymous. Due to the nature of focus groups, complete 

confidentiality cannot be guaranteed. 

The results of this study may be used in reports, presentations, or publications but your 

name/ personal information will not be used. Data will be stored in password-protected 

computer. I am the only one who will have access to it. It will be retained for  up to 3 

years after the project is completed and after that  paper records will be shredded. 

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION:  

Taking part in this study is voluntary.  You may choose not to take part or may leave the 

study at any time.  Leaving the study will not result in any penalty. Your decision 

whether or not to participate in this study will not affect your current or future relations 

with the school. 
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BENEFITS OF TAKING PART IN THE STUDY:  

 There are no direct benefits to participation in this study; however, your participation 

will help you to gain knowledge of: 

 how you can be involved in  your child’s education.  

 How your involvement in your child’s education help the school and the circuit.  

 You will be able to know what the school intend to achieve and you will be able to 
help other parents to contribute to the vision of the school and help to build the 
future of their children.  
 

PAYMENT OR INCENTIVE:  

You will not receive payment for taking part in this study.  

STUDY-RELATED INJURIES: 

You are guaranteed that there won’t be any injuries during the study. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

If you have questions about the study, please call me at 082 615 1194 or e-mail me at  

mosimamotshusi@gmail.com or alternatively you can contact my supervisor Dr Ngobeni 

E.T at 082 218 0033 or email him at ngobeniet@gmail.com. You will be given a copy of 

this form for your records. If you have any questions about your rights as a participant in 

this research or if you feel you have been placed at risk, you can contact  my supervisor 

Dr Ngobeni. 

PARTICIPANT’S CONSENT: 

By signing below, you are giving consent to participate in the study. Please check the 

option that applies to you before signing” with the following options: 

☐ I give permission for my interview to be audio taped.  

☐ I do not give permission for my interview to be audio taped, 

☐ I have been informed about the risk of exposure to COVID-19 in this study.  I 

understand that regardless of any precautions taken, a possible risk of exposure to the 

virus still exists.   

Name of the Participant: _______________________________________ 

Signature of the Participant: ___________________________________ 

Date:___________________________ 

Adapted from: https://www.csusm.edu/gsr/irb/consent.html 
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ADDENDUM M: ETHICAL APPROVAL 
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ADENDUM N: PROVINCIAL APPROVALS TO CONDUCT RESEARCH 
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ADDENDUM O: APPROVAL FROM SCHOOLS TO CONDUCT RESEARCH 
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ADDENDUM P: LANGUAGE EDITING CERTIFICATES 
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