






























































































































































































































 

96 

children to watch the news at home in English, ensuring that their children are 

doing their homework, and ensuring that their children are reading English 

books at home can have a big impact on the learners’ acquisition of English. 

5.5 Limitations of the study 

The following are the outlines of the limitations of the study: 

• This study only focused on forty-seven (47) Grade 8 English FAL learners from 

two (2) secondary high schools. 

• Only four (4) English FAL Grade 8 female teachers were interviewed from two 

secondary high schools. 

• This study only took place at two secondary high schools in the Lejweleputswa 

area in the Free State, South Africa. 

Despite these limitations, the study achieved its goal of determining the challenges 

that Grade 8 English FAL learners face in the classroom. These challenges that were 

highlighted indicated that solutions need to be implemented in the form of properly 

educated English teachers as well as more time allocated to teaching the basic skills 

of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in English, as well as focusing on English 

grammar and spelling. 

5.6 Suggestions for future research 

The following are possible suggestions for future research: 

• It could be beneficial to investigate primary school teaching (Grades 1-7), such 

as what these learners are being taught, what they should be being taught 

regarding English, and where there are possible challenges or gaps. 

• Research English language teaching in secondary high schools for higher 

grades, such as Grade 9, 10, 11 or Grade 12, which can help the researcher 

see what gaps are still present in these grades and what challenges these 

learners face. For example, these learners may still be struggling with English 

acquisition and may struggle to write coherent essays. Therefore, future 

research can be done to identify what challenges are leading to these learners’ 

struggle with writing coherent essays. 
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5.7 Closing statement 

In this chapter, the summary, summary of key findings, recommendations, limitations, 

and suggestions for future research were discussed. These suggestions could help 

researchers further determine what challenges are present in the teaching of English 

as a second language. This research also highlights the importance of employing 

educated English teachers to enhance FAL English teaching for Grade 8 English FAL 

learners. By being able to complete this study and create these suggestions, an 

opportunity has been created to enhance the Grade 8 English FAL learner’s learning 

experience in a positive way. Challenges that these learners experience were 

investigated, and thereafter, suggestions of solutions were created in order to ensure 

a more effective teaching and learning experience for the Grade 8 English FAL 

classroom, which will hopefully help future generations to come.  
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ANNEXURE C: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Grade 8 English First Additional Language (FAL) Teacher Interview Questions 

The aim 

The aim of this questionnaire is to determine what challenges, such as errors with 

tense usage and pronoun errors, that Grade 8 learners face in the English FAL 

classroom so that solutions can be found. 

Ethical considerations 

Participants can participate in the study voluntarily. A participant can also decide to 

leave the study at any time without any consequences. To further protect the 

participants of this study, all data collected will remain anonymous, and no personal 

data will be collected. Participants will not be paid for participating in the study. 

Questions 

1. What do you like about teaching learners, especially English as second 

language?  

2. What are the challenges faced by Grade 8 learners in English as a second 

language, specifically in tenses and pronouns?  

3. What could be the challenges faced by Grade 8 educators in teaching English 

as a second language?  

4. Do you think the time allocated for English as second language is adequate? If 

yes, please elaborate, if not, what can you suggest? 

5. In what way can the above-mentioned challenges be addressed to yield better 

results or understanding by learners? 
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ANNEXURE D: QUESTIONNAIRE QUESTIONS 

Grade 8 English First Additional Class Questionnaire 

The aim 

The aim of this questionnaire is to determine what challenges, such as errors with 

tense usage and pronoun errors, that Grade 8 learners face in the English FAL 

classroom so that solutions can be found. The university through with this study is 

being done is Central University of Technology Welkom. The contact number for the 

university is 051 507 3911. The supervisor of this study is Dr Hlohlolo from the CUT 

Welkom campus. His contact number is 063 594 8743.  

Completing this questionnaire should take between 10 and 15 minutes. 

Ethical considerations 

Participants can participate in the study voluntarily. A participant can also decide to 

leave the study at any time without any consequences. To further protect the 

participants of this study, all data collected will remain anonymous, and no personal 

data will be collected. Participants will not be paid for participating in the study. 

Biographic Information 

Please fill in the following information: 

Age:  

Gender:  

Ethnicity:  

Home Language:  

Question 1 

Do you struggle with English grammar, such as correct pronoun usage and tense 

usage, in the classroom? 

Most of the time Sometimes Rarely Never 
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Question 2 

Does your teacher spend time helping you correct grammatical errors? 

Most of the time Sometimes Rarely Never 

Question 3 

Do all learners have access to prescribed textbooks for Grade 8 FAL English class? 

Yes, all learners 

have the 

prescribed book 

Most learners 

have the 

prescribed book 

Only some 

learners have the 

prescribed book 

No learners have 

the prescribed 

book 

Question 4 

Does your teacher allocate time to read through other media material such as 

newspapers, magazines or brochures? 

More than twice a 

week 

Once a week Once every two 

weeks 

Never 

Question 5 

Do all learners have access to dictionaries?  

Yes, all learners 

have access to 

dictionaries 

Most learners have 

access to 

dictionaries 

Only a few learners 

have access to 

dictionaries 

No learners have 

access to 

dictionaries 

Question 6 

Does your teacher read aloud or use audio during your lessons? 

Yes, for 1 hour 

weekly. 

Yes, for 30 minutes 

weekly. 

Rarely Never 

Question 7 

Are there visual aids, such as posters and flash cards, on the classroom walls? 
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Yes No 

Question 8 

Write down anything you would like to add regarding your experience learning English 

as a second language.  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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ANNEXURE E: EDITOR’S LETTER 
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ANNEXURE F: DATA ANALYST LETTER 

 

© Central University of Technology, Free State



 

116 

 

© Central University of Technology, Free State


	DECLARATION
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
	DEDICATION
	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF FIGURES
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF ACRONYMS
	CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Introduction
	1.2 Background to the study
	1.2 Problem Statement
	1.3 Research Questions
	1.3.1 Main research question
	1.3.2 Sub-questions
	1.4 Pre-supposed Hypotheses:

	1.5 Aims and Objectives of the Study
	1.6 Literature Review
	1.7 Conceptual and Theoretical Frameworks
	1.8 Common Problems for Grade 8 Learners in Secondary Schools
	1.9 Problems Experienced by Grade 8 Teachers in South African Secondary Schools
	1.10 Research Methodology and Research Design
	1.10.1 Research Instruments
	1.10.2 Qualitative Research

	1.11 Population and Sample
	1.12 Sampling Procedure
	1.13 Data Collection Procedure
	1.14 Data Analysis
	1.15 Ethical Considerations
	1.16 Limitations
	1.17 Expected Outcomes
	1.17.1 Scientific Outcomes
	1.17.2 Social Impact
	1.17.3 Innovations

	1.18 Chapter Outline

	CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW
	2.1 Introduction
	2.2 The English First Additional Language (FAL) Grade 8 classroom
	2.3 Challenges experienced by Grade 8 Learners in the English First Additional Language (FAL) classroom
	2.3.1 Challenges with tense errors in the English Grade 8 FAL classroom
	2.3.2 Challenges with pronoun usage in the English Grade 8 FAL classroom
	2.3.3 Requirements of teacher education in the Grade 8 FAL classroom

	2.4 The time allocation for developing skills in the Grade 8 English FAL classroom
	2.4.1 Time allocation for developing listening skills in English Grade 8 FAL classroom
	2.4.2 Time allocation spent on English grammar and spelling in the English Grade 8 FAL classroom

	2.5 The importance of developing listening skills in English in the English Grade 8 FAL classroom
	2.6 The importance of improving English grammar and spelling in Grade 8 English FAL classrooms
	2.7 Grade 8 English FAL curriculum in South Africa
	2.8 The value of capable English teachers
	2.9 Guidelines in mastering English as a second language
	2.10 Advantages of mastering pronoun usage and tense usage in English as a second language
	2.11 Disadvantages of learning English as a second language
	2.12 The social constructivist theory
	2.13 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	3.1 Introduction
	3.2 Research method
	3.3 Research design
	3.4 Research paradigm
	3.5 Research instruments
	3.5.1 Questionnaire
	3.5.2 Construction of questionnaire questions
	3.5.3 Interview
	3.5.4 Construction of interview questions

	3.6 Reliability and validity
	3.7 Population sample
	3.8 Sampling
	3.9 Data collection
	3.10 Data processing
	3.11 Data analysis
	In order to effectively answer the research questions, the researcher used both thematic and statistical analysis. Thematic analysis was used during the interview where the researcher interpreted the interview answers by consulting current research o...
	3.11.1 Procedure for analysing data

	3.12 Ethical considerations
	3.12.1 Informed consent
	3.12.2 Voluntary participation
	3.12.3 Confidentiality and anonymity

	3.13 Research questions: The connection to interview questions and questionnaire questions
	3.14 The importance of gathering information from the learners
	3.15 The importance of gathering information from the teachers
	3.16 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 4: DATA ANALYSIS
	4.1 Introduction
	4.2 Schools selected for the study
	4.3 Responses to interview questions with Grade 8 English FAL teachers
	4.3.1 Teaching learners
	4.3.2 Challenges faced by Grade 8 learners and teachers in the English FAL class
	4.3.3 Possible suggestions of solutions to these challenges from Grade 8 English FAL teachers

	4.4 Biographic information from the questionnaires responded to by English FAL Grade 8 learners
	4.4.1 Participants age (N=47)
	4.4.2 Participant gender (N=47)
	4.4.3 Participant ethnicity (N=47)

	4.5 Questionnaire responses
	4.5.1 The open-ended question 8 important responses
	4.6. Interview question analysis
	4.7 Questionnaire analysis: Results and Discussion
	4.7.1 Question 1 Analysis: Do you struggle with English grammar, such as correct pronoun usage and tense usage, in the classroom?
	4.7.2 Question 2 Analysis: Does your teacher spend time helping you correct grammatical errors?
	4.7.3 Question 3 Analysis: Do all learners have access to prescribed textbooks for Grade 8 FAL English class?
	4.7.4 Question 4 analysis: Does your teacher allocate time to read through other media material such as newspapers, magazines or brochures?
	4.7.6 Does your teacher read aloud or use audio during your lessons?
	4.7.7 Are there visual aids, such as posters and flash cards, on the classroom walls?


	4.8 Discussion of the findings
	This section will discuss the findings of the study and the connection of these findings to the research questions.
	4.8.1 Research Question 1: What are the challenges that Grade 8 learners studying English as a second language face in secondary schools?
	4.8.2 Research Question 2: How do the challenges (tense errors; pronoun errors) affect Grade 8 learners from acquiring English as a second language in secondary schools?
	4.8.3 Research Question 3: Which challenges do Grade 8 English second language teachers face in the classroom in secondary schools?
	4.8.4 Research Question 4: In what way can these challenges be addressed to produce solutions?

	4.9 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 5: GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS
	5.1 Introduction
	5.2 Summary of the study
	5.2.1 The problem
	5.2.2 The objectives of the study

	5.3 Summary of key findings
	5.4 Recommendations
	5.4.1 Recommendations for teachers
	5.4.2 Recommendations for learners

	5.5 Limitations of the study
	5.6 Suggestions for future research
	5.7 Closing statement

	REFERENCES
	ANNEXURES
	ANNEXURE A: FRIC OUTCOME
	ANNEXURE C: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
	ANNEXURE D: QUESTIONNAIRE QUESTIONS
	ANNEXURE E: EDITOR’S LETTER
	ANNEXURE F: DATA ANALYST LETTER




